The home environments of older people: a description of the psychosocial processes linking person to place.
This study describes how older people endow the home environment with meaning. Specifically, it describes the nature and meaning of the linkages between the older individual and the home environment, suggesting that the home environment is given meaning through three classes of psychosocial processes relating the person to (a) the sociocultural order, (b) the life course, and (c) the body. Seven discrete components of the processes are illustrated, using extensive case examples derived from lengthy ethnographic interviews with seven elderly informants. In the context of the relationship of the individual to culture, the study assumes the salience of personal meaning as a significant level of analysis.